
shall think of women. The open life hriiif-- s health
iiml visnr. stieuc.th and aniiiiiil vitality, and these
elai I in- play. Tin' told d! 1 ic Mill 'clear day.-- -
no nunc hititis than I he tierce iiiciiini ic- - and appetites
which chaise lluoiisli the brali al nishl. I'a-siu- iis

intensify with imprisonment, recollections conic to
life, lo.ismss srow vivid and wild. Tin iii:1 it ehatisc

. to tcalittc-- ; the pa- -t eid'ps close, and dream figure.
aic lilled wild blond and liie. One remembers plca--ui- e-

and cie c. Women'- - mil . women's ki cs,
I lie iiiMlaliiin of arm-- . Wasted oppor-- t
iitiii it iiinek at one.

v I'nntwcll besan In liiood upon the Katinai sirl. fur
he was the lat. her eye- - weie liaimtiiiir and ce

had w hi Kid its usual enchantment. He rcllectcd that
Mull had -- liouhleicd him aside and won her favor,
i Inn Imasicd nf it. Johnny awoke one nishl with a
dieam nf her. and lay ipiiv ei iiir.

f "Hell ! She was milv a s(iiaw." he :uil half aloud.
'If I M icnlly tiiid - "

"Mf A NT lay he-i- him. -- minus, the heat of their
Im.iIics micrin'mslcd. The waking man ti ied tocotu-po- e

lulu-el- l. Inil his pailner's -- tcrtoiou- In eat hill'.;

' irritaled linn beyond measiiie; for a Initio time lie
remai I motionless, -- tanns into the stay Idur of
the lent-tup- . He had played out. He owed his life
to the man who had cheated him of the Katmai tri .

iiud that man knew it. He had Income a weak,
helpl thins, dependent upon another's stiensth,
and that other now areepted his -- uperioril v a a

' mutter nf ciiiiis... Tin utilisation was iiisiilVerahle.
and II w.i unjust.

A- - iniie passed, the men spoke less fieiiieutly to
ca( h other. (Irani .lushed his mate rotishly, once or
twne. masking heneath an of jocularity .

' hi- - own Mimic irritation at the change that had conic
oei them. It was a- - if he had prohed at an open
Wound with cluiu-- y Unset- -.

t'antwell had In thi time assumed mot of tho-- e

petty (amp tasks which provoke tired trailers, those
, humdrum duties which aie so try ins to exhausted

luivt-- , and of coin -- c they woie upon him as they
weal upon cii'iy man. I tut mice he had taken them
oxer he hc.'an to ic-c- ut (Irani'.- - easy reliii(iiishment :

il rankled him to rcalie how willingly the other
allowed him to do the cookiu''. the the

1 tin buildiiis. the Kittle inoiiotoiiics of
this Kind form the haidet pait ot' winter tiael, they
aic the lock- - upon which friendships founder and
pal tuei-hi- ale W I ccked.

H it mi the nail. Nature e(iialic- - the woik to a

t i ; cMent. and no man can -- hirk unduly; hut in
camp, iu-i- the eramped (online- - of a tent pitched
on hniish laid over the snow, il is ciy dill'ercnt.
Thci e one in u- -l hu-- y hiln-e- lf w hile the other re-- l- and
k(eps his es- - out of the way if possible. Sometimes
men i ritn -e and voice biushis:- - tor heller sruh and
l tier enokins. Ii'cmaik- - of thi- - kind have hecu
I, now n lo i ih in t railed it- -, hitler words and lla mini;
cui-i- -- then, perhaps, wild actions, memories of
which the later yeai- - can never erase.

It is hut line prank nf the w ildcrue , one L'l'iin
iManife-t- al ion of its silent force-- .

Had ! ;l nt hecu unahle to do his pail, I'ailtwell
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The Indian led, pullinii nl the end of u'rope; Grant trained at the lied

and hoariely encourawed the dotn Cantwell itumbled and lurched in

the re-- r like an unwillinw priioner

would have willingly accepted tlie added burden;
hut Molt wa-ah- le, he was iiimhle and handy, he wa-t- he

hotter cook of the two, in fact ; he was the better
man in every way or so he believed. I'antwell
Mieercd at the last thought and the memory of his
debt was like hitter medicine.

Hi- - resentment - in icality, nothins iikiic than si
phase of insanity besot of isolation and silence- -

could not help hut communicate it-- to hi- - com-
panion, and there cd a mutual niitnsoiii.-in- .
which 'jicw into a e. then festered into sonic-thill-

mole, -- oiiicthine; stranse. reasonless yet tci ribly
vivid and nma.iusly potent fur evil. No man who
has not -- iiiVercd the manifold irritations of -- uch an
intimate association can appreciate the snawnis
canker of animosity like this. It wa- - daiiscrou-becau-- e

there wa- - no lelief fiom it. The two weie
bound together a- - by sye-- ; they -- hated each other's
every action and every plan: they trod in each
other'- - track-- , slept ill the -- nine bed, ate fiom the
same plate. They weie like pii-niie- r- ironed to the
same taple.

Kach foiisht the oh-- c ion in his own way, but il

is haul to tisht the impalpable, hence their sick fan-
cies mew in spile of thcin-clvc- -. Kacli besnn to
criticise the (ither -- ileiitly, to -- nccr al his weaklic 1,
to meditate derisively upon his peculiarities.

On more than one Decision the cinbci- - of their
wrath were upon the point ot' m i -- 1 i into llauie,
but each reali.ed that the tii- -t cd wmd
would --crve to slip the leash t'roiu those demon- - that
weie -- tiainiii'-r to so free, and so mannscil to restrain
himself.

told
"Stony Hiver?

-

i

UK ("KISIS came one crisp morning
when a dos team whirled aiolliid a,

bend in the river and a while man
hailed them. He was the mail-carrie-

mi his way out from Nome, and he
brolisht new of the "inide."

"Where are vou bov- - bound for?"'
he iiuinired. when STcetins- - were over and si
the trail had pa cd.

"We'ie L'oiiiL' to the Stoliv Ifiver strike."
him.

r.
e- -!

I'p the .'"

The mail-mat- ) laushed. "('an on
Ain't you heard about Stony Ii'ivcr.'"

"No."
"Why. it'- - a fake no -- uch place."

There wa- - a -- ilcnce: the partner- - avoided
each other's eye- -. "Maid oiiald. the feller
.'.at -- tailed it. - on hi- - way to lawon.
Theie's a sans after him. too. and if he's
caiiL'lil it 'II so hard with him. He
wrote the letters -- o himself and
spiead the new- - ju-- l to iaie a '.'rub
stake. He cleaned up hi'.'
bclore lliev sol on to hllu
He peddled his lip- - I'm

llioliev

Kiiskokwim

ssip of

(Irani

heal that'

5

"Yes!" (irant spoke iiiietly. ".lulinuy boiiu'lit
one. That 's what brolisht u- - up from Seattle. We
went out on the hist boat and listllcil we'd conic in
from tin side .before the bieak-llp- . So- - fake!
liy iod!"

"lice! You feller- - bit sood." The mail-carrie- r

-- hook hi- - head. "Well! you'd better keep sonic
now ; you'll set to Nome hefoio Ihe a-on opens,
lietter lake dos: h from liethel it 's four bits a
pound on the Yukon. Sorry I did n't hit your camp
last nisht ; we'd a' had a visit. Tell I he sans I hat
you saw me." Ic shook hands ceremoniously, yelled
at his pant ins dos- - and went swiftly on hi- - way,
wnvins a milieu on lush a- - he vani-he- d mound the
next bend.

The partners watched him jrn. then (Irani turned
lo .loluiuy ami repeated :

"Kake! !y !od! Macltnnnhl stuns you."
('antvveH'- - face went a- - white a- - the -- now behind

him, hi- - eye- - blacd.
"Whv did vou tell him I hit.'" he demanded

har-hl- y.

"Hull! Itiil n'l you bite.' Two thiiii-an- d mile-- ;

afoul; time mouth- - of hell, for nniliius. That
ins -- ome."
"Will!" The speaker's face was convulsed ami

( irant'- - llaincil with an anscr. They slarcd
at each other for a moment. "Itoii't blame me. You
fell for it. too."

"I " Molt checked vvoids.
"Yes. iim! Now, what are von soins to do about

it.' Welsh.'"
"I 'in soins thioiish. to Nome." The sishi of

rase had set Mint to -- hakiiis w ith a furious
ile-i- ie to ll v at hi- - throat, but fortunately he rciamcd
a spark of -- unity.

"Then -- hut up, and iiiit ehewini; the ras". You
talk loo damned much."

Mint"- - ey e- - Wei e blood-h- ot ; they fell Upon the car-
bine, under the -- led and Muscled theie, then
wavelcd. lie opened hi- - lip- -, lecnll-iilere- il, -- poke
softly to the team, then lifted the heavy dos whip and
-- ninte the malainiite- - with all his stiensth.

The men resumed their journey without further
words, hut each wasciiisins inwardly.

"So! I talk too much." (Irani thoiisht. The accu-
sation stuek in hi- - mind and he determined to -- peak
llo mole.

"He blame-inc- ." ( 'aulvvell icllccted bitterly. "I 'in
iContimtt'tl nri'Puuf )
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